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“Straddling Fish Stocks” means the stocks occurring within the 
exclusive economic zones of two or more coastal states or both within the 
exclusive economic zone and in an area beyond and adjacent to it. The 1982 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the 1995 United Nations 
Straddling Fish Stocks Agreement and some other related legal instruments 
all require states concerned to agree upon the measures necessary to 
coordinate and ensure the conservation and management of such stocks. 
Surrounded by China, Japan, South Korea and North Korea, the East 
China Sea and Yellow Sea are semi-enclosed seas. There are a lot of 
straddling fish stocks in this region, but overfishing leads to continuous 
deterioration of resource situation of these stocks. The current fisheries 
cooperation scheme mainly consists of the bilateral fisheries agreements 
between China, Japan and South Korea. It is far from the effective fisheries 
management and the objective of sustainable fishery. Based on the research 
of related legal instruments of the law of the sea and the analysis of current 
situation of this region, this article puts forward the blue print of regional 
cooperation scheme of conservation and management of straddling fish 
stocks in the East China Sea and Yellow Sea. 
This article consists of five chapters besides the preface and 
conclusion. 
Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 will respectively introduce the general 
fisheries situation of straddling stocks in the East China Sea and Yellow Sea 
and the legal basis of regional fisheries cooperation. International 
convention and other related legal instruments provide the basic legal 














situation, current fisheries agreements and domestic laws of this region 
jointly provide the basis for the regional fisheries cooperation.  
And then, Chapter 3 will point out three main deficiencies of the 
current cooperation mechanism on conservation and management of 
straddling stocks in this region. In consequence of the analysis, the coastal 
parties concerned shall develop multi-lateral cooperation, improve fisheries 
management technology and build regional compliance and enforcement 
scheme. For achieving these goals, Chapter 4 will introduce six examples of 
cooperation mechanism on conservation and management of straddling 
stocks in other regions of the world. 
After making reference to the experience of six different regimes in 
other regions, Chapter 5 will put forward the blue print of the regional 
fisheries cooperation mechanism in the East China Sea and Yellow Sea. 
Due to the special legal characters of these seas and complication of 
international relations in this region, the cooperation scheme shall be built 
by stages. At the beginning of cooperation, the “two-level” cooperation 
approach consists of trilateral cooperation among China, Japan and South 
Korea and bilateral cooperation between all the coastal parties will be 
appropriate. After entering into the full-scale cooperation stage, the coastal 
parties will establish regional fisheries organization through a multi-lateral 
agreement. 
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